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Itinerary includes Taos, Abiquiu, Santa Fe, Mexico City, Oaxaca, Teotitlan del Valle

Join us as we enter the creative heart of New Mexico and follow its beat all the way to 
Mexico. Explore pueblos, ‘painted’ deserts and pre-Columbian sites. Follow in the footsteps 
of artists, writers and musicians. Experience some of the world’s greatest confluences of 
colour, creativity and culture in the vibrant hubs of Santa Fe and Oaxaca. Travel in the 
company of local knowledge and cultural expertise while enjoying sensational cuisine, high 
art, exciting rhythms and flamboyant fashions - and above all, be inspired by the sensory 
delights offered throughout this carefully crafted journey.

Desert Traditions

a journey to tickle the senses led by arts and culture expert Carole Douglas

where journeys into life, art and culture begin

Beyond Santa Fe

Tours operated through Alumni Travel  Lic. No 2TA003088 
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NEW MEXICO - an immersion into people, place and planet
There is no better introduction to New Mexico than through its vibrant arts, living heritage, dramatic landscapes and 
distinctive cuisine. The tour begins in Albuquerque before travelling to Taos, a small town with a big history and where 
Pueblo Indian, Spanish Colonial and the ‘counter’ cultures meet on common ground. We follow in Georgia O’Keeffe’s 
footsteps at Abiquiu and in Santa Fe we soak up the ambience of the global community through its visual and performing 
arts, traditional crafts, exciting music and genuine Southwestern hospitality. Daily breakfast included throughout the tour 
plus meals as per the final itinerary - 50% lunches and dinners.

ALBUQUERQUE      
Mon 10 July  Accommodation: Best Western (or similar) Airport Hotel
Please note that you will need to make your own way to our nominated hotel (TBA) in Albuquerque where we spend the 
first night of the tour. Our travel desk will assist you with connecting flights to Albuquerque from your international USA hub 
such as Los Angeles, Houston or Dallas.

TAOS
Tue 11 and Wed 12 July   Accommodation: Mabel Dodge Lujan House 
We travel by private coach along the high road to Taos stopping for lunch at picturesque Ranchos de Chimayo where we 
celebrate July 4th with the locals. In Taos we visit important cultural sites including Taos Pueblo, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site, the Millicent Rogers Museum to view her personal collection of Indian treasures, the natural wonder of the Rio Grande 
Gorge, Ranchos de Taos church immortalised by Georgia O’Keeffe and Martinez Hacienda - a testimony to the time of 
raiding Apaches. We eat at Doc Martins and visit the Kit Carson Museum to glean something of his life and the events that 
shaped both the southwest and the US. From childhood escapades, to apprenticeship, to life as a trapper and with the 
Native Americans, and to wars, marriage, children, tragedy and heroism, Carson’s was a life lived fully. We pay homage to 
the writer at the DH Lawrence Ranch and shrine. We take time to learn about the ‘Wild West’ and the mystery of the Taos 
HUMMMMM and above all we the ambience of the house created by visionary arts patroness Mabel Dodge Lujan who 
attracted the likes of Georgia O’Keeffe, DH Lawrence and Ansel Adams.  

SANTA FE
Thu 13 to Mon 17 July    Accommodation: Inn of the Governors 
We follow the low road along the Rio Grande to Santa Fe with a stop at Gasoline Alley, an unrivalled junkyard of rare, 
rustic, rusty relics and illuminated, vintage signage while taking time to dip our toes in the fabled river. During our days in 
Santa Fe we visit the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, attend the Gala opening dinner of the Santa Fe International Folk Art 
Market (by special invitation), spend time at the market itself plus the museums that line Museum Hill, the site of the market. 
We enjoy the world premiere of Santa Fe Opera’s ‘The Revolution of Steve Jobs’, wander the galleries of Canyon Road, 
museums and markets and spend a day at the ranch of Colcha (Spanish colonial embroidery) artist Julia Gomez. We will 
explore small churches in wild countryside and weave an arts trail second to none including weavers, silver smiths, Santos 
(iconic wooden saints) carvers plus, for your senses, we meet with local designer and natural dyer Nancy Truggout and 
aromabotanist Christa Obuchouski artists in the secrets of plants, the colours they yield and the perfumes they contain.

Tue 18 to Wed 19 July    Accommodation: Abiquiu Inn or Ghost Ranch (TBC)
Abiquiu and Ghost Ranch are key places in the Georgia O’Keeffe-in-New Mexico story for it is in these ‘red hills’ that the 
artist found the inspiration for some of her greatest works. On our dedicated guided tours and walks you will find your own 
inspiration in the breathtaking landscape. We have allowed time for you to wander and record her beloved mountains and 
mesas in your own way. There is nothing like the interplay of light and shade as the clouds build, billow and part over the 
land.  The area is a mecca for the arts and in Abiquiu, the tiny village where O’Keeffe bought and rebuilt her final home 
and studio, we visit local artists. Creativity is the fuel that drives the New Mexican character along with the spirit of the land. 

Thu 20 July Travel by coach to Albuquerque to connect with morning flight to Mexico City.

Georgia O’Keeffe, My Front Yard, 1941 Taos Pueblo, Taos Entry gate, Santa Fe International Folk Art Market



MEXICO - a celebration of spirit, creativity and life
The republic of Mexico is as diverse as it is large with strong regional differences in culture, cuisine and climate. Mexico’s 
pre-Hispanic civilisations gave the world some of its greatest archaeological monuments and the Spanish colonial era left a 
legacy of picturesque towns with their tree lined squares and streets, richly decorated churches and grand stone mansions. 
Modern Mexico has witnessed the growth of great art from artists such as Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera and today’s culture 
is just as vibrant, from the street art of Mexico City to the ingenious handicrafts of the indigenous people. From the vast 
smorgasbord on offer we have handpicked two destinations to deliver unforgettable experiences; Mexico City for art and 
history and the southern city of Oaxaca for its vibrant folk traditions and monuments that evidence the pre-Hispanic past. 

MEXICO CITY
Thu 20 to Sat 22 July      Accommodation: Hotel Historico Central
During our days in Mexico City we visit Casa Azul (Blue House) where Frida Kahlo was born, lived and died. Built by her 
father Guillermo three years before her birth, the house is littered with mementos and personal belongings that evoke her 
tempestuous relationship with Diego Rivera and the intellectual circle they entertained. We will visit the National Museum 
of Anthropology, containing significant artifacts from the Mexico’s pre-Columbian heritage including the Stone of the Sun 
(Aztec calendar stone) and enjoy street life and dining in the  Zócalo (city square). 

Sun 23 July Morning flight to Oaxaca

OAXACA (Waahaaka)
Sun 23 and Mon 24 July    Accommodation: Hotel Parador de Alcalá
Time to relax and enjoy this beautiful colonial city. Our hotel is situated on Oaxaca’s most famous pedestrian strip boasting 
art galleries, famous restaurants, chic boutiques, fabulous jewellery and handcraft stores. In the evenings the vendors come 
in from the villages to sell their wares, musicians entertain and joy is the flavour of the night!  After a leisurely lunch on our 
frst day we simply stroll and enjoy the ambience with our guide, Rene Cabrera, who will introduce you to local food, local 
language (Oaxacan Spanish) and generally orient you towards the city. With Rene at the helm you will discover new tastes 
in food, fashion and fine art. We begin our Oaxacan experience with renowned chef Pilar Cabrera who will teach you the 
secrets of local cuisine in a corn, chile and chocolate menu. After (late) lunch we prepare for the evening performance of La 
Guelaguetza. When the last firework has lit the sky we wander with happy locals back into the city for a celebration meal.  
TEOTITLAN DEL VALLE
Tue 25 and  Wed 26 July   Accommodation: La Cupula Guest House
In the hills of Teotitlan del Valle we experience true Zapotec culture and hospitality, explore the local countryside, visit the 
local Museum, weavers’ workshops and colourful rug markets and enjoy a natural dyeing workshop with master dyers and 
weavers Jacobo Mendoza Ruiz and his wife Maria. They will reveal the chemistry of local plant dyes on wool and silk (yarns 
and fabric). Another highlight of our stay in this friendly village is a traditional lunch with local chef Abigail Mendoza who 
specialises in moles (sauces) and will demonstate their secrets.

OAXACA 
Thu 27 to Mon 31 July Accommodation: Casa de la Tia Tere
We return to Oaxaca for a walking tour of the city finishing at Museo de Textil and a guided tour with education officer Eric 
Chavez Santiago. Our accommodation is a small family owned bed and breakfast with a swimming pool to beat the heat. 
We are served a large breakfast every day and can prepare our own meals if we wish. It is a shortish stroll to the Zócalo 
to enjoy music, dancing and local cuisine. We spend a morning at a renowned local market followed by an afternoon of 
village textiles - San Antonino for embroidery and Santo Tomas Jalieza for backstrap weaving. We visit the pre Columbian 
site of Mitla, cotton weavers, a cochineal farm and trace the footsteps of DH Lawrence when he walked (we drive) to the 
hillside village of Huayapa. Finally we explore Monte Alban, one of the oldest archaeological sites in Mexico. After lunch in 
spectacular surroundings we try our hands at painting an Alebrije - local folk art sculpture. On the day before departure you 
are free to do as you please - there is no doubt you will want to wander, browse, shop or simply savour the scene.

Tue 01 August  Early departure for connecting international flights.

The colours of nature, Teotitlan del Valle Backstrap weaving, Santo Tomas Jalieza Kitchen window, Teotitlan del Valle
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TOUR PRICE:
Land only per person twin-share .............................. US$8,250.00
Single supplement .................................................... US$1,550.00

LAND ONLY PRICE INCLUDES:
•  Domestic air travel as specified (incl taxes) within USA and Mexico
•  Land transport (private coach lines) 
•  Twin-share accommodation 
•    Meals as per the final itinerary (all breakfast and 50% other meals)
•    Drinking water in Mexico 
•    All transfers, entrance fees and sightseeing as per the itinerary
•  All applicable tipping for hotel porterage, guides and drivers
•    Tickets to special events: Santa Fe Opera, International Folk Art 

Market gala opening, La Guelaguetza, cooking classes, workshops
• Services of Tour Leader, Carole Douglas
•   Services of professional guides throughout the itinerary 
•   Program handbook, pre-tour information package, related materials

LAND ONLY PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE:
•    Return international air travel to USA; please note that the tour 

commences in Albuquerque on Jul 10 and ends in LA on Aug 01 
•    Meals not listed in final itinerary
•    Tipping for personal services 
•    Beverages with meals, alcoholic drinks, morning and afternoon teas
•    Visa requirements of the tour member
•   Travel Insurance
•    Items of a personal nature (telephone, laundry, room service, tipping 

for meals, rooms and personal services etc.)
AIRFARES:
We recommend that Australian passengers book their international 
flights through Alumni Travel who offer the best fares available at the 
time of booking. Airfares are subject to change up until final payment 
has been received.  Once the ticket is issued, airline cancellation and 
amendment conditions will apply. If you have additional travel in mind 
and require an earlier departure there may be a supplement payable.  

 I’m Interested . . . How Do I Find Out More?

Contact Carole Douglas (see below) who will talk you through the tour, 
send you a questionnaire which will allow her to tailor the tour to suit 
your requirements and to supply further information. 

  I’m Ready . . . How Do I Book?

Contact Alumni Travel for a booking form. Complete, sign and return the 
Alumni Travel Booking Form along with your deposit of A$1,000.00 per 
person to Alumni Travel. Upon receipt of your Booking Form and deposit, 
you will receive confirmation of your place in writing.

DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT:
The deposit is accepted as a first instalment of the tour cost and will be 
fully refunded if the arrangements can not be confirmed or the tour is 
cancelled by Alumni Travel. To meet our supplier policies, final payment 
is due at least 60 days prior to tour departure (no later than May 11th). 
An invoice will be sent to you two weeks before the final payment is 
due. This invoice will detail the balance owing in both USD and AUD 
currencies, based on exchange rates prevailing at the time.
CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS:
Any cancellation from the tour must be done in writing.  The cancellation 
date will be taken from the day your written cancellation is received by 
Alumni Travel. Because of the tour cancellation charges imposed by our 
various suppliers, the following cancellation charges may apply:

Over 60 days $50.00 - Administration Fee
59 - 30 days 50% of tour cost
Within 30 days 100% of tour cost
If a difference occurs between these cancellation conditions and those 
imposed by our suppliers, then the conditions of the supplier shall 
apply.  There is no refund before or after travel has commenced or for 
any unused portion of the tour, either in regard to the standard group 
arrangements or separate independent arrangements.

CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS:
Any payments by credit card will be subject to the following  
non-refundable Merchant Administration Fees:
1.5% = Visa / Master Card
2.5% = Diners Club
2.8% = American Express

TRAVEL INSURANCE:
It is standard policy that all our international travellers are covered 
by international travel insurance. A comprehensive travel insurance 
brochure is available from Alumni Travel and contains the terms and 
conditions under which insurance cover will be offered to you.

ADDITIONAL TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS:
If you would like Alumni Travel to assist you with any additional 
arrangements pre or post tour please contact our office for assistance 
at the time of booking.  All arrangements need to be finalised at least 30 
days prior to your departure.

AMENDMENTS:
An administration fee of $30.00 per amendment will be charged for any 
changes made to any reservation within 30 days prior to your departure.  
Any additional charges imposed by our suppliers will also be payable.

PASSPORT AND VISAS:
It is the traveller’s responsibility to ensure that they have the necessary 
travel documentation for the tour, such as a valid passport and any 
required visas. Your passport should be valid for at least 6 months 
beyond the end of your journey and have two clear pages for each 
country to be visited in your journey.

FORCED CANCELLATION:
In the event that passenger numbers do not reach the minimum number 
(8, excluding the tour leader) required for the tour, it may be necessary 
to either surcharge or cancel the tour.  If such an event does occur, you 
will be notified at least 65 days prior to the tour departure.

TOUR PRICES:
Tour prices have been calculated on the basis of exchange rates and 
tariffs as at July 2016 and are subject to change up until final payment 
has been received.  Once final payment is received, no surcharges will 
apply.  Should you decide to cancel your arrangements on the basis of a 
change in the tour price, normal cancellation charges will apply.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Desert Traditions will send you a brief, confidential questionnaire 
which will enable us to meet your needs and interests; 60 days prior to 
departure you will receive a detailed program to assist you with packing 
and pre tour preparation and upon arrival at your destination you will 
receive a comprehensive kit including a surprise package, detailed 
itinerary, maps and local pamphlets.

For bookings please contact:
Rob Lovell
 ALUMNI TRAVEL
PO BOX Q597, Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230 Australia 
Phone: (02) 9290 3856 / 1300 799 887
Fax: (02) 9290 3857
World Links Education Pty Ltd trading as Alumni Travel
ABN 81 003 444 648  Lic. No 2TA003088
email:  robl@alumnitravel.com.au
www.alumnitravel.com.au

For all detailed tour information please contact:
Carole Douglas
DESERT TRADITIONS
PO Box 152 Manly NSW Australia 1655
Phone: (02) 9949 3787  Mob: 0438 772 795
email: caroled@bigpond.net.au
www.desert-traditions.com

GENERAL INFORMATION AND SPECIAL BOOKING CONDITIONS


